196            MUSSOLINI'S ROMAN EMPIRE

Both documents were taken from officers who fell
in the fifteen-mile flight at Brihuega on the Saragossa
road. For the first time in eighteen months the Italians
came against solid troops not notably fewer in numbers
nor worse armed than themselves. They had against
them part of the International Brigade, including some
of their anti-fascist compatriots, the Garibaldi division.
With them was a portion of the new army.

The Italians were caught near Brihuega, marching down
the road in a most unmilitary formation, with transport
mixed up with their leading troops. When they were
attacked they turned and fled, leaving their equipment and
two thousand prisoners in the hands of the Government.
Lack of mechanical transport alone prevented the loyalist
troops from capturing the whole army, which was able
to reform with the help of some Spanish regular regiments.

About the same time another section of the new
army, with a small detachment of the International
Brigade, held up the southern attack near the Madrid-
Valencia road. Instead of the pincers being closed round
the city they had been rudely forced open. From that
time onwards the road to Madrid has been open, and
until December, 1937, when Teruel was captured by
the Government troops, there has been no more large-
scale open fighting on the whole of the front which
divided east and west Spain. The invading armies turned
northwards, where a portion of Republican Spain was
isolated. There they were to find an easier prey in the
Basques and Asturians, tough, heroic men, but virtually
disarmed, without aeroplanes, heavy artillery, or anti-
aircraft guns, and cut off from all supplies by the British
Navy as controlling force and a partial blockade. The
reduction of this northern area was to take them the
rest of the summer.